January 2012

3
12-15
16
17-19
19

20

Tues
Wed.-Sat.
Monday
Tues-Thurs
Thursday
Friday

February 2012

TBA Orchestra Pictures
13 Monday
20 Monday
23 Thursday
24 Friday
March 2012

8-10 Thurs-Sat
22 Thursday
23 Friday
24-Aprl Mon.-Fri.
31 Sat

April 2012

14 Saturday
20-21 Fri-Sat
May 2012

2-4 Wed-Fri
21 Monday
23 Wednesday
28 Monday
June 2012

4-7 Mon-Thurs
7 Thursday

First day of school after Winter Break
FMEA All-State Conference Tampa, FL
Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday — No school

Semester Final Exams

End of the Second Marking Period
No School Students/Teacher Workday

Orchestra Room

Vinca String Quartet Workshop
President’s Day Holiday- No school

Pre-MPA Concert

Deadline for State Solo and Ensemble Apps
(no late apps with be accepted)

FOA District 8 Concert MPA
End of Third Marking Period
No School for Students/Teacher Workday

SPRING BREAK

FOA State Solo and Ensemble MPA

Tentative Date for Unit Concert

Cellobration! 2011

FOA State Concert MPA
Spring Orchestra Concert, 7:00PM
All Orchestras will perform

Last Day for Seniors

Memorial Day Holiday — No school

Semester 2 Final Exams
Last Day of school for Students

Freedom HS

Freedom HS

Winter Park HS

Brandon HS

Freedom HS

TBA

Mrs. Jessica Talbott, Orchestra Director
Dr. Harold Border, Principal

2500 West Taft-Vineland Road
Orlando, Florida 32837

(407) 816-5673

E-mail: Jessica.Talbott@ocps.net

Website: http://teachers.ocps.net/jessica.talbott

“NOTING BUT THE BEST!"


mailto:Jessica.Talbott@ocps.net
http://teachers.ocps.net/jessica.talbott

SMART GOAL:
Specific
Measurable
Attainable
Results Oriented
Time Specific

What is your SMART goal for orchestra this year? Write it
below so you can refer to it throughout the year.

Freedom High School Orchestra

August 2011
29 Monday

September 2011

5 Monday

14 Wednesday
30 Friday
October 2011

1 Saturday

6 October

10-12 Mon-Wed

10 Monday
12 Wednesday
14 Friday

27 Thursday
27-29  Thurs-Sat
28 Friday
November 2011

3 Thursday
5 Saturday
8 Tuesday
10 Thursday
11 Friday

12 Saturday

22-26 Mon-Fri

December 2011
8 Thursday
9 Friday
10 Saturday

17-Jan 2 Mon-Fri

Deadline for All-State Applications
(no late apps will be accepted!)

Labor Day Holiday, No School

Orchestra Member and Parent Meeting 6:30-8:00pm

Small Ensemble Performance

Solo and Ensemble Registration AND All-County Forms due!

FOA All-State Orchestra Auditions

Freedom Open House 6:00-8:30pm

Repertoire will perform

All County Orchestra Auditions

(Sign-up times will be available at a later date)
Combined Band, Chorus and Orchestra Performance 7:00PM
Sinfonia and Concert will perform
All County Orchestra Tape Judging
No School (Professional Day)

End of First Making Period
FOA/ASTA Fall workshop and All-State Tape Judging
No school for Students/Teacher Workday

Olympia HS

Freedom MS

All-County Orchestra Festival 6:30-8:30pm Edgewater HS
Solo and Ensemble MPA (times TBA) Chain of Lakes
Masterworks Concert with Band and Chorus, 7pm

Chamber Repertoire will perform

All-County Orchestra Festival 6:30-8:30pm Edgewater HS
All-County Orchestra Festival 9:00am-4:30pm  Edgewater HS
All-County Orchestra Festival Edgewater HS
Rehearsal 1:00PM; Concert at 4:00PM

Thanksgiving Break

Prism Walk Through (after school)

Prism Dress Rehearsal (during school)

FHS Performing Arts Prism Concerts, 2pm, 4pm and 7pm
All Orchestras will perform

Winter Break
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Orchestra Officers

order to facilitate a smoother running organization, the orchestra elects officers.
Holding one of these positions will not affect a student’s grade, and should be considered
a service to orchestra program. Students in these positions must maintain minimal overall
GPAs of 3.0. At no time will the officers dictate classroom procedures or music selection.
The director reserves the right to dismiss any officer for justifiable reasons.

President (open to Junior of Senior)

*  Conduct meeting and votes

*  Hold group discussions

*  Organize and supervise special projects

*  Organize campaigns for recruiting new students
Vice President (Sophomore, Junior or Senior)

*  Organize social activities

*  Take pictures/videos of the group throughout the year

*  Maintain a group scrapbook

*  Organize after school “workshops” to assist Middle Schools
Secretary (all classmen)

*  Take minutes at meetings

*  Assist with general office work

*  Supervise alumni correspondence

*  Send invitations to performances

*  Send birthday cards

*  Send letters and thank you notes

Librarian (all classmen)
*  Maintain the music library
*  Maintain classroom set folders
*  Opversee practice parts for students

Event Manager (all classmen)
*  Responsible for setting up chairs, stands and any other special items for
rehearsal and performances
Organizes and supervises loading and stage crew
*  Keep music stands tightened

Class Representative (must me member of the class they are running for)
*  Collaborates with their orchestra members, bringing their classmates ideas and
needs to officers meetings
*  Work with substitute when the orchestra director is out
*  Opversee daily set up of class

Elections for all positins will be held after Labor Day

Freedom High School Orchestra

DearOrchestraParents and Students,

Welcome to all my new and returning studentdlis is going to be ar
exciting year, filled with music and fun. You already know tf
orchestra taches you responsibility, teamwork, perseverance, etc.
that the skills you learn here will carry on throughout life. More th
anything | hope that you your experience will give you altifeg
appreciation for music.

As many of you know, this is myr$t year at Freedom High School. :
let me tell you a little about by backgroundam a graduate of Florid.
State University and have two degrees: a Bachelor of Music in |
Performance and a Bachelor of Music Education in instrume
music. | also hal a Florida teaching certificate in music. This is 1
ninth year with Orange County, having taught general element
music, beginning # and 3" grade strings, and middle school orchest
In addition to teaching aEreedomI| am the conductor for the dfida
Symphonyds Yout h Or c,lbetson Uraversities
Community School Youth Stringand teach private cello lessons in 1
community. | am the cellist and founding member of the Park |
String Quartet and also perform on the cello arduhe state of Floride
in various ensembles.

This handbook is intended to give you and your student all of
information that you willneedto b e i n inlOehesdtra. ®leas:
read through the packet and contact me with any questions you
have.

| am truly looking forward to an amazing year! Remember:
ONot hing but the Bes
Sincerely,

Mrs. Jessica Talbott

Mrs. Jessica Talbott

Jessica.Talbott@ocps.net

407-816-56730 Orchestra Office

407-207-44740 Cdl Phone in case of emergency

Handbook/ 2011-12
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A parent guide to enhancing your child’s musical experiences

Congratulations
Your decision to provide your child with a quality musical education is an investment in
your child’s future. In making it possible for your child to play a musical instrument, you
are providing the opportunity for self-expression, creativity and achievement.

Numerous studies indicate that parental attitude, support and involvement are
important factors in a child’s ability to successfully learn to play and enjoy music.

These guidelines are designed to assist you in giving your child the best support possible
for his or her musical endeavors. Like any skill, interest counts for more than talent.
With strong support from you, playing music will become a natural part of your child’s
life.

Benefits
For Your Child
Music participation enhances:
U  Problem-solving U  Goal-setting
U  Physical Coordination U  Self-confidence and esteem
U Poise U0 Teamwork
U  Self-expression U  Memory skills
U Concentration U Much, much, more!

For Your Family
U A child’s music study also offers opportunities for shared family experiences,
including:
0 Musical event attendance
0 Family music making
0 Performing for, and with , family and friends
0 Learning about the lives of composers and the cultural heritage of
many civilizations
0 A sense of accomplishment and pride for the entire family

How You Fit In
Always keep in mind that your support is an essential element in your child’s success
with music study.

Schedule Practice Times
Music achievement requires effort over a period of time. The time in orchestra rehearsal
is limited. New concepts learned at school need daily personal practice time by your
child at home in order for these new skills to be developed. You can help your child by:
U  Providing a quiet place in which to practice
U  Remaining nearby during practice times as often as possible
U  Scheduling a consistent daily time for practice
U  Praising your child’s efforts and achievements

Freedom High School Orchestra
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Instruments

The most important material needed for orchestra is of course a properly sized and well-
maintained instrument. Below is a list of places students can both purchase and rent their
own instruments:

Sources for rental instruments and/or musical supplies (these are just a few)
0 Allegro Music, 1042 E. Semoran Blvd., Casselberry (407) 830-5856,
www.allegromusiccentre.com
0 Atlantic Strings, Inc., 4976 E. Colonial Dr., Orlando (407) 898-2698,
www.atlanticstrings.com
U Avalon School & Music Center, 11333 Lake Underhill Rd, Suite 104, Orlando, FL
32825, 407-447-7272, www.avalonmusiccenter.com
0 The Band Room, 3233 Curry Ford Rd., Orlando (407) 897-7080,
www.bandroomorlando.com
U  Florida Musical Instruments, 561-296-7831, www.nikolaitambovsky.com
0 Gainesville Violins, (352) 372-8264 www.gviolins.cc
0 Jerry Weiss (local dealer-instrument purchase only) (407) 896-8001
0 Johnson String Instruments, www.johnsonstring.com
a
a

USA Violins, www.USAviolins.com
Muni Strings, 433 W. New England Ave. Suite D, Winter Park, FI 32789, 407-951-
6256, www.munistrings.com
0 Music and Arts, 667 Florida Central Pkwy, Longwood, FL 32750, 407-332-1477,
Www.musicarts.com
U Music Shack, 1455 Semoran Blvd., Suite 109, Casselberry (407) 678-1756,
www.musicshack.biz/
String Works, www.stringworks.com
Shar Productions, www.sharmusic.com
Southwest Strings, www.southweststrings.com
Williams Gengakki Violins (Reggie Williams), instrument purchase only, Atlanta (800)
326-2811, www.williamsgengakkiviolin.com
String Repairs
1  Atlantic Strings, Inc., 4976 E. Colonial Dr., Orlando (407) 898-2698
1 Muni Strings, Winter Park, FL, 407-951-6256
1  Saul Cornell, Altamonte Springs (407) 831-3680

[t i i

PLEASE DON’T BUY A “BARGAIN” VIOLIN. Sometimes well-meaning parents find violins at
very low prices on the Internet or at a pawn shop; but beware, for the old saying “You get what you
pay for” is especially true for violins. An inexpensive violin, while it may look shiny and pretty, is
generally of inferior quality, breaks easily, does not stay in tune well (often causing enough
frustration to cause the student to quit), and generally requires adjustments by a professional
repairperson to even make it playable (incurring additional costs anyway). | would be happy to
answer any specific questions you may have in order to help you acquire a quality student
instrument for your child.

OCPS policy: “Students are ultimately responsible for their personal property, not the class. Orange
County Schools does not have insurance or any other plan that will cover damage, theft, or loss of
privately owned instruments and equipment. If it is to be covered, it must be through a parents
personal insurance, such as homeowners, etc.

School Instruments:Freedom High School does have a few instruments that can be rented.
The rate is $25 per semester for a yearly total of $50. Instruments will be rented on a first
come, first serve basis, with financial need taking precedence. During the rental period, the
student is responsible for all repairs and maintenance, including but not limited to strings
and bow hair.
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Concerts : There will be many performances in a standard school year. As stated in the
grading section, concerts are mandatory, Please check the date section of this
handbook for current calendar dates and also regularly monitor the orchestra website
for updates to the calendar.

Music Performance Assessments (MPA) : Beyond the traditional concerts, the
orchestra will participate in several other events. These events could involve missing
classes. Students are still responsible for missed class work. These performances will
require special meeting times, which will be determined close to those events. Dress
still follows the concert guidelines.

Florida Orchestra Association District Music Performance Assessmerithis
performance involves presents a concert for three judges. The judges will rate the
performance on many standards. This event normally takes place in Orange County.
Quality. Superior performances at District MPA allow the group to attend State MPA.

Florida Orchestra Association State Music Performance Assessmefithis performance
involves presenting a concert for three judges. The judges will rate the performance on
many standards. This even rotates and could take place in a number of locations.

Florida Orchestra Association Solo and Ensemble Music Performance Assessment:
Students can form small ensembles and/or prepare solos. At Solo and Ensemble MPA,
the individual (or group) performs for a judge and is rate on several performance
standards. Solo and Ensemble MPAs occur at the district level, with a superior rating
qualifying the entry for the State level.

Other Performance Opportunities  : Individuals will also have many other
performance opportunities, both on the local and state level. Participation in these
events is highly encouraged.

Florida Music Educators Association AliState: Student players from around the state of
Florida form these ensembles. TO be a member of these groups, a student must
audition for admission. Auditions normally take place in September for the January
event.

Orange County All Count OrchestraStudent players from around Orange County form
these ensembles. To be a member of these groups, a student must audition for
admission. Auditions are recorded at FHS and are normally due in October for the
November event.

Youth SymphoniesThe Orlando metro area is lucky enough to support three youth
orchestra programs. They are the Florida Symphony Youth Orchestra (www.fsyo.org)
the Florida Young Artist Orchestra (www.fyao.org) and MAYS. They all meet on the
weekends and would be a great addition to a student’s musical learning.

Private Lesson : One-on-one instruction is the best way to accelerate your personal
musical growth and to challenge yourself through solo literature, as well as help better
prepare you for All-State, All-County and even college additions. There are many

highly qualified instructors in Central Florida. Please see me for a list.
Freedom High School Orchestra

What to Do

To give your child the best possible support, you should:

U  Remind your child to bring instrument and music to orchestra class
Encourage your child to play for family and friends
Offer compliments and encouragement regularly
Expose your child to a wide variety of music: including concerts and recitals
Encourage your child to talk with you about classes
Make sure your child’s instrument is always maintained well
Listen to your child practice and acknowledge improvement
Help your child to make a commitment to his or her music studies
Get to know your child’s teacher

[t et B et A et et ant A et ant

What to Avoid
Using practice as a punishment
Insisting your child play for others when he/she doesn’t want to
Ridiculing or making fun of mistakes of less-than-perfect playing
Apologizing to others for your child’s weak performance

cC.CcCCcCC

To Maintain Your Child’s Interest
Talk with your child if his or her interest begins to decline
U  Discuss with the orchestra teacher ways to maintain your child’ enthusiasm
for playing
U  Increase your enthusiasm and involvement in your child’s playing

T

“Did you know?”
Music Increases SAT Scores:
Students with coursework experience in music performance scored 61 point
higher on the verbal portion of the SAT and 45 points higher on the math
portion of the SAT than students with no coursework or experience in the
arts for a combined increase of 106 points.

-Profiles of SAT and Achievement Test Takers 1999, the College Board

Music Raises IQ Scores
Mozart’s Piano Sonata K448 was found to significantly increase spatial scores
of college students on IQ tests when the Sonata was listened to for 10
minutes, dubbed the “Mozart Effect”.

-From Nature Copyright 1993, Drs Reuscher and Shaw, University of Catifa,
Irvin
Prepares Children For the Future
The US Department of Labor issued a report in 1991 urging schools to teach
for the future workplace. The skills they recommended (working in teams,
communications, self-esteem, creative thinking, imagination, and invention)
are exactly those learned in school music and arts education programs.

-1991 SCANS Report, US Department of Commerce
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Preface
This handbook has been written to provide orchestra members, parents, and other
interested persons with information concerning the Orchestra Activities at
Freedom High School. It is not possible for this handbook to answer all questions
that may arise. All orchestra members and parents are urged to read this booklet
carefully in order to avoid conflicts with the policies stated. It will also give the
reader an idea of what is expected of each student.

School rules and policies are in effect any time a student is involved in an activity
sponsored by or in the name of Freedom High School. School policy shall have
priority over orchestra policy in the event of any conflict.

The orchestra director has the authority to suspend or amend any orchestra policy
at any time deemed necessary to maintain the integrity of the orchestra program.

Orchestra Objectives
The primary objectives of the orchestra program are:
x  To increase the musicianship of Every student
x  To increase the literacy and fluency of the musical language
x  To provide each student with an artistic music making experience

Membership in the Orchestra Program
The orchestra program is open to all students demonstrating the desire, ability and
proper attitude to be a member of the group. Previous experience is not required.
Each student will have an equal and fair opportunity for participation in the
orchestra program.

Students desiring membership must audition. Students will be place in an
orchestra ensemble at the discretion of the director based upon audition results,
balance of the ensemble and academic scheduling. If the prospective student has
no previous experience, he/she will be placed in the Beginning Strings class.

All students entering the program must have, and maintain, at least a 2.0
GPA. Any student failing to remain eligible shall be suspended from all orchestral
activities until their academics status has been regained. However, this does not
excuse the student from attending orchestra functions. These functions include,
but are not limited to, regularly scheduled class periods, after school rehearsals,
and concerts. Student’s GPA will be checked frequently throughout the year. See
the OCPS Extracurricular Activity Form for details.

Freedom High School Orchestra
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Courtesy: Courtesy to teachers, school employees, parents, chaperones, other
students and guests is very important. Each of us should strive to be considerate of all
others. Discourtesy and rudeness will result in disciplinary action as set forth in the
Freedom Student Handbook. Serious violations may result in dismissal from the
orchestra.

Student Valuables: Students are not to bring large amounts of money, mps3 players,
gaming devices, cameras, etc. to orchestra. If worn, glasses, watches and any other
jewelry, it is the responsibility to keep track of them. Students are responsible for their
personal items in the rehearsal area. While not in their hand, instruments should be
locked in a secure case. The director, Freedom High School, and Orange County
Public Schools are not responsible for missing or damage property.

Seating: While students may be use to being seated according to ability from previous
years, this will no longer be the practice of the Freedom Orchestra. Students will be
seated according to their strengths and weakness, so that everyone member of the
section can reach their highest potential. We work as a team. There will be no set 1* or
2" violin section. Students will be given the opportunity to play both parts. The only
exception to seating is for the section leader. This will be determined by the leadership
displayed as a member of the section and also by an audition. There is great
responsibility associated with being a section leader, including daily guidance for
section members and leading sectionals both during class and after school.

Uniforms: The orchestra, band and chorus are adopted the same uniform this year. As
aresult ALL female students will need to purchase the new formal dress. The uniform
is a one-time expense and will not change after this year. The costs listed are subject to
change. Uniforms are ordered from a company (to be determined by the performing
arts department). In order to have proper colors and fits all uniform specialty parts
must be ordered.

Men: Black pants, black dress shoes (no sneakers) and black socks. White
tuxedo shirt (wing collars) with a plain white undershirt, a black bow tie and
cummerbund. Black studs and cufflinks. The tuxedo shirt, studs, cufflinks,
bow tie and cummerbund prices will be announced. You must provide your
own undershirt, shoes and socks.

Women: The formal dress will be announced later in the month along with
the price. You will need to provide your own black stockings, shoes and
undergarments.

“ My Fai r Un$ohtundtedyeverything we do in orchestra cost money: Solo and
Ensemble, District and State MPAs, music we use, equipment maintenance and
upgrades, etc. As a result each orchestra student has a “My Fair Share” donation. This
year’s fee is $75. This will NOT cover uniforms, instrument rentals, All-State or trip
expenses. I understand there is a lot of cost associated with the beginning of school.
Payment arrangements are available. Please contact me with any concerns.

Handbook/ 2011-12



10

Orchestra students have certain responsibilities. These responsibilities are prerequisites
for effective learning and help to establish an atmosphere that is conductive to the
attainment of a crucial goal: rehearsing like a great orchestra. Achieving this goal is the
key to accomplishing great musical goals. There simply is no other way.

Communicate
x  Callifyou are going to be absent
x  Let me know well in advance about any schedule conflicts.
x  If you would like extra help, just ask. If I can’t help you, I'll find someone who
can.
x  Ifyou are ever troubled or Unsure about something that has to do with this
program, please come talk to me,. My door is always open.
Attend
x  Be at all rehearsals and performances on time- which means early! “Early is on
time; on-time is late; late is inexcusable!” There is a difference between
being present and being ready.
x  Being absent from a performance is not like missing a class such as English or

History. When even one member of a performing ensemble is gone, the total
musical experience is diminished for all.

Respect Property and Each Other

X

Do no touch what is not yours.

Respect the right of others to learn and the teacher to teach by not causing an
interruption to the rehearsal. Use your good judgment to always know what
time it is, Is it time to visit or time to work?

Look at the person speaking to you

If you cannot say something positive, do not say anything at all.

Execute Rehearsal Procedures

X

Be in your seat, ready to make music, by one minute after the tardy bell -that is
when the tuning A will be given and you are earning a zero for the day

Trim your finger nails short-“you can’t properly play with nails in the way”
Silence during tuning- you need to hear to tune

Stop immediately when the conductor stops- you or somebody else might miss
something important

Raise your hand if you have a comment/question/answer- shouting out cause’s
chaos

Stay in your seat unless you have permission to do otherwise- this is how
accents happen and instruments break

If you are not able to participate in the rehearsal (e.g. forgot instrument,
injured), please see me immediately when you enter the room.

Please do not ask to leave class for any reason unless you are ill and need to go
home

If your instrument is not working properly, please bring it to my attention after
rehearsal and I will be glad to help

The bell does not dismiss the class, the director dismisses the class. I will do so
Students when the room is in order

Freedom High School Orchestra

Performing Arts Department Rules

1. No Food, Gum or during in the Performing Arts Suite (PAS) or
auditorium

2. No students are to be in the PAS or Auditorium without teacher
supervision.

3. If“IT” is not yours, don’t touch “IT”!

4. The PAS will be kept clean; this includes hallways, restrooms, classrooms
dressing rooms and lockers.

5. All students will enter and exit the PAS through the courtyard entrance
door.

6. The PAS and Auditorium building are closed during lunch.

7. During the school day, the hallway past the bathrooms and orchestra
room is off limits.

8. As Performing Artists, always respect yourself and others.

Attendance
In a performance class, attendance is crucial. Missing even one day is almost
impossible to make up. It is imperative to attend every class.

After school rehearsals:

After school rehearsals are mandatory. Notice will be given two weeks in advance.
This allows student’s work schedules to be changed and transportation arranged.
In the event of a student’s conflict with another school function. It is the student’s
responsibility to talk to both faculty members in order to work out a compromise.
This must be done at the earliest possible time. Another school even does not
excuse the orchestra member from rehearsal. According to OCPS rules on music
performance classes, after school rehearsals are considered to be an extension of
the class, therefore grades can be lowered if rehearsals are missed.

Performances:

Concerts are mandatory. Because music is a performing art, failure to perform on a
concert will result in a severely lowered grade. In the event of a student conflict
with another school function, it is the student’s responsibility to talk to both
faculty members in order to work out a compromise. This must be done at the
earliest possible time,. Another school event does not excuse the orchestra
member from the concert.

Grading Policy

All students will be graded fairly based on their own individual accomplishments.
Orchestra is a performance-based class as well as an academic enhancement
course. Student’s grades reflect participation in class and at concerts, written
assignments (both in and out of the class), playing test, written curriculum test
and a quarterly project.

25% Employability (participation)

20% Classwork and Homework

20% Written and Playing Test

10% Quarter Project

25% Concerts
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Grading Continued:

Employability

Students earn participation appoints everyday: 5 points per day for a total of 25 weekly
points. Maximum daily classroom participation points are earned when you arrive to
class on time, have all needed materials and instrument, remain on task, refrain from
classroom disruptions such as talking to other students and unsolicited comments,
focus on the director, actively participate in sectional rehearsals, and demonstrate
proper posture and hand positions.

Class work/Homework

Various assignments will be given throughout the year. These will include listening
activities, theory worksheets, music history worksheets, etc. Points will be given based
on completion and correctness.

Playing and Written Tests

Students will be tested on various musical excerpts throughout the year. Students will
be graded based upon correctness of notes, steady beat, musical style, bowing
techniques, intonation, and most importantly, position, both hand and body. Students
will also be tested on music vocabulary, music theory, and other information related to
the class.

Quarter P roject

Each nine weeks students will be required to complete a project as part of their grade
for orchestra. A list of projects will be given at the beginning of the quarter for
students to choose from. All projects will be do one week prior to the end of the nine
weeks

Concerts

Performance and rehearsals held beyond school hours are a required part of the
Orchestra curriculum and are therefore part of the student’s grade. The amount of
additional time is minimal but mandatory. (Please refer to Performances for more
detailed information)

Students will also be required to attend one concert per nine weeks in which they
are not involved. This can be a band, chorus, high school concert, local concert, etc.
More specific information will be given in regards to this during the first week of
school.

Extra credit :

is given to student’s participation in All-County Orchestra, All-State or Honors
Orchestra, Solo and Ensemble MPA, and/or attending extra outside performances.
When attending extra outside performances, a program or ticket from the event must
be turned in to the teacher to get credit.

The county grading scale of 9400 = A., etc. will be used. Final Exams will be averaged
Orange County and Freedom High School policy

Freedom High School Orchestra

Orchestr a Class Descriptions
Sinfonia (Orchestra I)
This orchestra is geared for students who have been playing for several years. Taking
the foundation land in middle school, students will be introduced to intermediate
techniques throughout this class. Shifting/position work and vibrato are major issues
addressed. There will be many performances throughout the year.

Concert (Orchestra II)

Building on skills taught and learned in Sinfonia, students will continue to develop
intermediate and advance string techniques while developing a sense of musical
maturity both as a performer and as an audience member. There will be many
performances throughout the year.

Chamber (Orchestra Ill)

While not masters of all string skills, students in this ensemble are of an high ability
level. Students will be challenged both as an ensemble and an individual player, to
reach the next level of their potential. There will be many performances throughout
the year.

Repertoire (Orchestra V)

Performance is the major focus of this ensemble. Advanced techniques are focused on
and developed to reach mastery. Students of this ensemble are of an advanced playing
ability and musical maturity. These students are expected to serve as models to others
in the orchestra program. Performances will be very frequent.

The Importance of Attitude
The single factor that will determine the success of any individual or organization is
attitude. It takes intense dedication to reach goals. Students should learn to discipline
themselves to daily practice. These practice sessions should include a warm-up
regimen, as well as solos and the whittling of their parts. Ideally the “right attitude”
accompanies sincerity, concentration and dedication as the basic foundation. Such an
attitude makes an artistic performance inevitable. It is a privilege to belong to an
orchestra. Make the most of it in every rehearsal and performance.

The Importance of Discipline
Due to the nature of the organization, discipline within the orchestra must be strict.
Orchestra students and their parents must be willing to accept the ideals, principles
and rules of the organization.

Orchestra member are constantly on display. Therefore, each member must always be
aware of the importance of good behavior. Any misconduct cast a negative light on
the orchestra, as well as Freedom High School. This may very well undo the hard work
and good effort of many loyal students. In addition, misconduct reflects on your
community and parents/guardians. Discipline yourself so you can be the best possible
person.

Basic values are a requirement; Students who are repeatedly discipline by school
authorities for violation of school policies are a liability to the program and are
subiect to dismissal.
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